CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
AUGUST 07, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Auditor Sabrina Smith 
Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Chris Gephardt
- Noticed there has been an increase in “sketchy folks walking around Reading” and would like to see a greater police presence 
- Requesting 1% Mercantile tax on merchant sales in the City of Reading to reduce burden of taxation of lifetime residents in Reading
- Undesirable activity – more officers to be out on the streets patrolling in an effort to help keep undesirable activity down

Duane Mount 
– Poles.  Large loads of compacted gravel.

Stacy Cunningham
- Family Reunion at Vorhees was a great success and all folks were impressed.  Few items to address: 
   (1) Broken picnic tables.  
   (2) Larger trash receptacle for parties that have more trash than fits in the barrels.  
      (Patrick Ross response: Will be applying for Community fund Reading will be applying for).  
   (3) Post a permanent sign at shelters “First come, first serve unless reserved in advance.”
- Telephone Poles, Wireless networks going on the poles?  Would like to keep the incredibly tall metal poles out of Reading if we have any voice in the matter.
- In regard to the Reading Noise Ordinance.  Is routine City Street maintenance (Painting the road) at 5:15 am a violation of the noise ordinance?  Dave Stevenson response: there are “quiet hours” in Reading and will have to look up the actual ordinance to confirm.  Bo Bemmes Response: Work at that hour is rare and the City does it’s best to not do work that early in the morning but it could also have been done due to the extreme heat we’ve had.

Cindy Meyers
- Cat Ordinance – 3 Cats per household?  Tim Cox Response: Ordinance has not been drafted and is still being discussed.  Not sure how the number of 3 Cats per household came about other than that the current Animal ordinance references 3 dogs.  Patrick Ross Response –The idea behind any type of ordinance will be more directed towards harboring feral cats as opposed to domestic cats. 

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Our deepest condolences go out to the families of Pat Gallo and Joe Haefle (last original member of our American Legion marching Band) please keep Jan Ralston in your prayers
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers.
- Please get out and support our local businesses as they are very generous in supporting our Churches, Schools and Organizations 
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings. I am looking into finding someone to update our web page I will keep you all posted
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas to improve our city 
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 513-733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch groups. AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us.  If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 513-733-4122
- Having a full time City Clerk would be very beneficial in keeping our City Web Page updated and taking some of the workload away from our SSD, our Building department would be able to accomplish more if they could hire someone to do clerical work for them. We also talked about the fact that we have less FT employees than we had years ago, we discussed our very challenging/tight Budget, and the challenges to get our Police, Fire and Public Works departments the tools they need to provide basic safety services
- My next Mayors Forum will be on August 28 here in our Council Chambers at 6pm everyone is welcome bring your questions, comments, concerns. During my Mayors Forums some of the many needs of our City have been discussed. Roads that need repaved, park improvements, what we could accomplish if we had more money to invest in economic development, needed repairs/improvements at City Hall, each of our departments could do more with more employees and equipment, more could be accomplished if we had a Full Time City Clerk including keeping our web page up to date, what we could accomplish if we put more money into our part time Building Department and more. We also discussed our financial constraints, the fact that we have very little in Reserve Funds
- If you know someone who needs to register to VOTE or needs to update their address we have forms at City hall or contact the Hamilton County Board of Elections. ALL ELECTIONS ARE VERY IMPORTANT AND WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO VOTE
- I want to urge Council to pass the Resolution to advocate for policies and regulations that would allow local communities to protect ourselves from the irresponsible placement of high pressure natural gas pipelines wat to close to our homes, schools, athletic fields and businesses
- I hope everyone read our traffic engineers, TEC, response to questions and concerns related to future traffic concerns when the new Reading Community pre K=12 School opens in August of 2019
- I want to thank SSD Ross and our finance committee for their efforts in putting together our 2019 Budget. It is yet another very tight General Fund budget with all of our anticipated Revenue being committed to providing 24/7 Police/Fire/EMS and Public Works Services, the removal of garbage, the maintenance of our Parks and playgrounds, funding a Building and Exterior property maintenance department, promoting Economic development, paying to have a Road and Storm water Engineer and paying your elected and appointed City Officials. Last years total revenue for our General fund was $8,364,164 with Expenditures equaling $8,356,520 leaving a total of $7,644. The reminder that in 2002 and 2003 we were spending $800,000 more than we were bringing in.
- On July 17 I attended an educational meeting about Reading Community Schools putting a substitute levy on this years ballot in November that would replace an existing levy approved by voters in 2012 and would be of no additional cost to taxpayers. If this would fail detrimental cuts would have to be made from our schools budget but again the passage of this levy WOULD NOT INCREASE ANYONES TAXES
- On July 18 I attended the Mill Creek Valley Conservancy Districts board meeting where I learned that until 2005 the MCVCD had 4 FT employees, they are the local sponsor for the Army Corps of Engineers flood control project for the Mill Creek valley, they seek responsible flood control options for the mill creek flood plain, they currently own and maintain completed sections of the flood control project, and that the army Corps of Engineers will turn over all maintenance responsibilities to the MCVCD as soon as the Corps completes their scheduled replacement/repairs that they currently plan on doing using $4 million dollars of committed federal funds ( I took it that a lot of these dollars would be used to repair/replace/reinforce failing sections of the concreted portion of the creek south of the Ronald Reagan Hwy). Our District is one of 20 in our state and is the only one that has no funding source (others are funded through assessments to properties). I feel it would be well worth the discussion/debate to consider contributing to the MCVCD with a prioritized list (as in reducing flood insurance premiums) of goals we would like to see addressed.
- Building dept/ EPMCEO are part time departments with laws/rules/regulations/procedures they must follow to get things done
- $30,000 CDBG grant to update City Master Plan Steve Johns/dean Niemeier/Dave from CDBG. We will be looking into CDBG grant dollars and County assistance to help our building department
- Council on Aging at St Peter and Paul Church August 9 from 5-6:30pm for an informative presentation on COA’s programs and services
- June 8, 2019 is 100th anniversary of dedication of WW1 Doughboy Monument
- The next American Legion breakfast will be on August 19. The Legion is having a reverse raffle to help fund next years fireworks call me for tickets
- Sept 9 Antique Car Show at Haffey parking lot
- St.s Peter and Paul’s Septemberfest Sept 14, 15 and 16
- July 20 meeting with CDBG rep, Steve Johns, Dean Niemeyer, Linda Fitzgerald and myself
- PLEASE DO NOT PUT BATTERIES, AEROSOL CANS. AND PROPANE TANKS IN RECYCLING BINS THEY CAN CAUSE INJURIES AND FIRES
- I want to wish Terry Zimmerman the very best in his retirement. Terry was an outstanding member of our Police department for many years and will be missed

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- August 29 Reading Bridal District Annual Event from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm.
- “Reading Community Yard Sale” (Organized by a Reading Citezen) will be September 8 (Rain date the following Saturday)
  Yard Sales at your homes.
- Rebate check from Bureau of Works Comp $125,000.00.  This is the 3rd year in a row we’ve received this and is well worth it considering our premiums.
- Has begun addressing some of the Reading Road Business issues brought up by a local resident a few weeks ago.
- Wanted to highlight two really great things occurring in Reading right now: 
(1) Food Pantry behind Lace Bridal (this was installed by the owner of Lace Bridal).
(2) Lending Library – new one installed in front of the pool.
- 513-557-3594 MSD Project Manager Samuel Clause
- LED Replacement project is underway 80% funded by OKI & 20% funded locally.
- JMA applying for Emergency grant funds – basis for application is “protection of our system”.  Not sure if we will qualify since our actual system isn’t damaged.  

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- Absent.  Written financial report distributed to Council before the meeting: 
 July 2018 Income Tax report.  $4,611,124.00 (3.1% ahead for the year) total income taxes collected.

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- The Auditor’s office is going well for this time of year.  All bills are up to date and that’s largely because of our department heads and support staff who get items to my office in a timely manner.
- The next Farmer’s Market will be at the Reading American Legion on Reading Road from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on August 17.  THANK YOU to our Community members for attending July Farmer’s Market – it was a great turnout.
- National Night Out was a huge success and a great even I was happy to attend.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Currently working on a pay ordinance.  Once ready will be presenting it to his committee 
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Constellation – letter to residents regarding the aggregation.  New rate beginning Sep 2018 through August 2019. 
- Attended the Rumpke Recycling Tour & Markets discussion.

Key Takeaways:
· Encourage your residents to learn what you can recycle.
· Keep materials loose- don’t bag recyclables. Tearing open bags slows down the operation and loose plastic bags wrap around equipment causing the plant to shut down. Encourage residents to bring plastic bags back to the store for recycling.
· Don’t put batteries in your cart or drop-off. This guide explains the different types of batteries and how you can recycle or safely dispose of them.
· No scrap metal in the recycling cart of drop-off.
· International recycling market issues (see attached)
· Starting in 2018, China is restricting mixed paper and other types of recyclables causing national and international issues with recycling.
· Rumpke is not landfilling recyclables, however they are experiencing lower value of material and are subject to increased standards.
· Rumpke has taken steps to decrease contamination in their bales of recyclables. They recently invested $180,000 in new equipment to pull out more cardboard from the mixed paper, they added more manual sorters, and they have slowed down the line. 
· Resources
· The District has a community toolkit on our website with articles, flyers, social media posts and more. Here is the link: http://www.hamiltoncountyrecycles.org/local_governments/Recycling%20Toolkit.
· The District also has a Reuse and Recycling Outlets page that allows residents to search for local outlets based on materials. Here is the link:
http://www.hamiltoncountyrecycles.org/residents/recycling_and_reuse_outlets. We also have the Recycling Hotline (513-946-7766) for those residents without internet access.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Committee will be meeting with Law Director Dave Stevenson to develop legislation regarding small cell towers.
- Dan Brooks will be here on August 28.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Committee met tonight to discuss ICRC contract.  (1) Going to HD. (2) Ticker, some type of information at the bottome of the screen. (3) How do we reach those segments of people we’re not currently reaching?  One suggestion was that we can run a live feed and put it to the City of Reading Facebook page.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
I was able to stop down to the National Night Out event at Koenig Park.  This was hosted by our Police Department and included interaction with police officers and firefighters, games, food, informational displays and hands on police and fire equipment.  I thought it was well attended and I certainly think it will grow in the coming years.

I realize that the police cannot enforce the new parking ordinance until it is officially in the code of ordinances.  Realizing that this is taking so long to accomplish; I would like to request Administration work with the PD to start issuing warning tickets on any complaints with regard to the trucks and trailers parked in residential areas overnight.  I have had at least a half dozen emails and phone calls since the ordinance passage asking when it will start to be enforced.  I have explained the issue to them; but in the same sense, I also feel their frustration with lack of enforcement.

My committee will be meeting September 4th at 6:30 to discuss among other things, concerns with the present phone system.

On a side note, this afternoon I was made aware of an incident that happened Saturday involving one of our Bridal District businesses.  One of the members of this council took it upon himself to confront and degrade an employee over a sandwich board sign.  Having talked to both the business owner and said employee, I apologized on behalf of council and thanked them for choosing Reading for the location of their business.  Unless I missed something in the rules governing council, I do not believe it is our role to enforce codes and ordinances.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Curbing on Benson looks horrible.  (Addressed earlier with Administration)
- Roof at the Pump station is installed and looks great.
- Want to meet with the Finance committee to see if we can purchase the Plummers Truck.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- “Adult Only” night at the pool on July 20 was a rain-out.
- “Ladies Night” at the pool on July 26 was well attended and a success.  Next “Ladies Night” scheduled for August 16 from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm.
- Dive-In Movie Night on July 27 had equipment problems but open swim for the families went well.
- Last day for the pool is Sunday, August 19.
- Recreation needs: Computer & Printer for pool passes and new tables for Haffey Field House.  Suggestion from Mr. Lindeman: VYO share the cost for the tables?  Response: VYO doesn’t use the tables.
OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Fischesser: Auxiliary Reverse Raffle Sept. 8 from 7-11 pm.  $10 each - Only 200 tickets sold.
Mr Lindeman: America Legion August 17 – Skyline Time


READING OF RESOLUTIONS
(1) A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE NEED FOR THE STATE OF OHIO TO STREGTHEN REQUIREMENTS FOR 
   SITING NATURAL GAS PIPELINES TO INCLUDE PUBLIC SAFETY CRITERIA AS WELL AS SETBACKS AND ZONING 
   REQUIREMENTS, AND ENCOURAGING THE OHIO GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO ENACT LEGISLATION 
   IMPLEMENTING SUCH CHANGES.

Resolution was declared a first reading only.

READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO MAKE PAYMENT WITH REGARDS TO THE COMMERCIAL 
   LOAN FOR $37,826.17 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                   ORDINANCE NO. 2018-32

(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF READING & THE BOARD OF 
   HAMILTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS RELATIVE TO THE IMPROVEMENT OF COLUMBIA AND BENSON 
   AVENUES

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance.  Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                   ORDINANCE NO. 2018-33

(3) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO HIRE JMA TO PROVIDE ENGINEERING
   SERVICES, INCLUDING SURVEYING, PLANS, BID SPECS, TRAFFIC SIGNAL DESIGN AND OVERSIGHT FOR 
   THE EAST BENSON AND COLUMBIA AVENUE PROJECT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance.  Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                  ORDINANCE NO. 2018-34

(4) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH 
   TERRY ZIMMERMAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYOUT OF UNUSED SICK AND VACATION TIME UPON 
   RETIREMENT.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                  ORDINANCE NO. 2018-35

(5) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH 
  MIKE HARDEWIG FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYOUT OF UNUSED SICK TIME UPON RETIREMENT IN JUNE, 2019.

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance.  Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.

Ordinance was declared a first reading only.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:53 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                  CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                     President of Council
