CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
SEPTEMBER 4, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by President of Council, Cris Nesbitt to excuse Mr. Cox.  Motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Chief Snow introduced the newest Lieutenant Joe Mitch.  Mayor Bo Bemmes performed the Swearing in Ceremony. Chief Snow also introduced the newest officer Travis Moyers.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Our deepest condolences go out to the families of Bobby Zimmer.
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers.
- Please get out and support our local businesses as they are very generous in supporting our Churches, Schools and Organizations 
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings. I am looking into finding someone to update our web page I will keep you all posted
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas to improve our city 
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch groups. AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 513-733-4122
- Having a full time City Clerk would be very beneficial in keeping our City Web Page updated and taking some of the workload away from our SSD, our Building department would be able to accomplish more if they could hire someone to do clerical work for them. We also talked about the fact that we have less FT employees than we had years ago, we discussed our very challenging/tight Budget, and the challenges to get our Police, Fire and Public Works departments the tools they need to provide basic safety services
- My next Mayors Forum will be on Tuesday September 25 here in our Council Chambers at 6pm everyone is welcome bring your questions, comments, concerns. During my Mayors Forums some of the many needs of our City have been discussed. Roads that need repaved, park improvements, what we could accomplish if we had more money to invest in economic development, needed repairs/improvements at City Hall, each of our departments could do more with more employees and equipment, more could be accomplished if we had a Full Time City Clerk including keeping our web page up to date, what we could accomplish if we put more money into our part time Building Department and more. We also discussed our financial constraints, the fact that we have very little in Reserve Funds
- If you know someone who needs to register to VOTE or needs to update their address we have forms at City hall or contact the Hamilton County Board of Elections. ALL ELECTIONS ARE VERY IMPORTANT AND WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO VOTE
- I hope everyone read our traffic engineers, TEC, response to questions and concerns related to future traffic concerns when the new Reading Community pre K=12 School opens in August of 2019
- I want to thank SSD Ross and our finance committee for their efforts in putting together our 2019 Budget. It is yet another very tight General Fund budget with all of our anticipated Revenue being committed to providing 24/7 Police/Fire/EMS and Public Works Services, the removal of garbage, the maintenance of our Parks and playgrounds, funding a Building and Exterior property maintenance department, promoting Economic development, paying to have a Road and Storm water Engineer and paying your elected and appointed City Officials. Last years total revenue for our General fund was $8,364,164 with Expenditures equaling $8,356,520 leaving a total of $7,644. The reminder that in 2002 and 2003 we were spending $800,000 more than we were bringing in
- On July 17 I attended an educational meeting about Reading Community Schools putting a substitute levy on this years ballot in November that would replace an existing levy approved by voters in 2012 and would be of no additional cost to taxpayers. If this would fail detrimental cuts would have to be made from our schools budget but again the passage of this levy WOULD NOT INCREASE ANYONES TAXES
- On July 18 I attended the Mill Creek Valley Conservancy Districts board meeting where I learned that until 2005 the MCVCD had 4 FT employees, they are the local sponsor for the Army Corps of Engineers flood control project for the Mill Creek valley, they seek responsible flood control options for the mill creek flood plain, they currently own and maintain completed sections of the flood control project, and that the army Corps of Engineers will turn over all maintenance responsibilities to the MCVCD as soon as the Corps completes their scheduled replacement/repairs that they currently plan on doing using $4 million dollars of committed federal funds ( I took it that a lot of these dollars would be used to repair/replace/reinforce failing sections of the concreted portion of the creek south of the Ronald Reagan Hwy). Our District is one of 20 in our state and is the only one that has no funding source (others are funded through assessments to properties). I feel it would be well worth the discussion/debate to consider contributing to the MCVCD with a prioritized list (as in reducing flood insurance premiums) of goals we would like to see addressed
- Building dept/EPMCEO are part time depts with laws/rules/regulations/procedures they must follow to get things done
- $30,000 CDBG grant to update City Master Plan. Steve Johns/dean Niemeier/Dave from CDBG. We will be looking into CDBG grant dollars and County assistance to help our building department
- June 8, 2019 is 100th anniversary of dedication of WW1 Doughboy Monument
- The Legion is having a reverse raffle to help fund next year’s fireworks call me for tickets
- Sept 9 Antique Car Show at Haffey parking lot
- Sts Peter and Paul’s Septemberfest Sept 14, 15 and 16
- Sept 29 TCV Burgers and Brews.
- PLEASE DO NOT PUT BATTERIES, AEROSOL CANS. AND PROPANE TANKS IN RECYCLING BINS THEY CAN CAUSE INJURIES AND FIRES

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Flood Plane Bench Project plans are in the final stages now.  
- Invited to apply for Hazard Mitigation through FEMA for purchasing homes in the Flood Plane.  
- Working on obtaining a company for an Engineering Analysis for the ongoing water issues at Bolser.
 Julie Terrace Update: State of Ohio declined our application for “Emergency Funds” through Ohio Public Works.  
 Dave Stevenson recommended we reach out to Ohio EMA.  Jean Glossup – Hamilton County Engineering Department 
 recommend no retaining wall.  She is 100% certain the water is coming from the construction on the new school.  
 Patrick Ross is planning to look into funding through FEMA.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent)

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- August 2018 Income Tax report.  $5,112,508.00 (3.1% ahead for the year) total income taxes collected.

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- No Report (Absent)
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Discussed purchasing a Plumbing Truck from the Water Fund with Mr. Albrinck & Patrick Ross.
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Received a Newsletter from N.O.P.E (Attached)

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Still working on the Right-of-Way ordinance.
LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- No Report (Absent).  Next committee meeting will meet on Tuesday, September 25 at 6:30 pm.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- My committee met with Chief Snow this evening to discuss several issues.  I will have a full report prepared for the next televised council meeting.
- Next week I will have an ordinance to amend the parking ordinance.  In the final draft I had inadvertently wrote in the wrong reference number.  The correct code number 452.13 is in the title, but I had written number 142.13 in the body.  The ordinance next week will note the change.
- September is Disaster Preparedness Month.  Disasters do not schedule themselves and when they happen you do not have time to decide on a plan.  We encourage everyone to take the time to sit down as a family and make a plan.  To help you get started, go to the Department of Homeland Security's website at www.ready.gov.
- Smart911 is now being utilized by the Hamilton County Communications Center (911).  This is a dual purpose system that offers both Notification Services and Pre-arrival Information. Notifications include weather alerts, civil warnings, evacuation and shelter notifications, and community alerts and updates. When you create an account you will decide how many of the close to 40 notifications you would like to receive. Pre-arrival information are things that will be relayed to responding emergency personnel such as medical information, emergency contacts, residence access issues, vehicle information, and pets.  You determine how much information you want to share. All information is secure and can only be accessed by 911 dispatchers and emergency personnel when you call from a registered phone. There is no charge for this service. Please go to: www.smart911.com for more information.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Service Department – working on repairs of the Catch Basins around the City.  Please do NOT put the grass in the curb!
- Met with the Finance committee & Mr. Ross in relation purchasing the Plumbers Truck. ($45,000 estimated)

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- 09-09-2018: Reading Car Show starts at 10:00 am
- Reading Parks Foundation Fundraiser: Family Camp Out and Movie Night at the Pool parking lot.  Campout set up 
 at 3:00 pm on 10-20-18 and breakdown at 11:00 am on 10-21-18.  $25.00 for spots; trailers on Parking lot and tents 
 in the grass.  Money goes to the Reading Parks Foundation.
OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Fischesser: Auxiliary Reverse Raffle Sept. 8 from 7-11 pm.  $10 each - Only 200 tickets sold.
Mr Lindeman: America Legion August 17 – Skyline Time

READING OF RESOLUTIONS

READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH 
  MIKE HARDEWIG FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYOUT OF UNUSED SICK TIME UPON RETIREMENT IN JUNE, 2019.
  (Fifth Reading)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Gertz to adopt the ordinance.  Motion carried by 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                 ORDINANCE NO. 2018-38

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:15 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                  CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                     President of Council
