CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
OCTOBER 16, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by President of Council, Cris Nesbitt to excuse Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Cox.  Motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz, 
Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Justin Feldman – Inquired as to what activity was taking place behind the Reading Library.  Answer from Mayor Bo Bemmes: City of Reading Service Department working on the water main.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Our deepest condolences go out to the families of Bobby Zimmer.
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers.
- Please get out and support our local businesses as they are very generous in supporting our Churches, Schools and Organizations 
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings. I am looking into finding someone to update our web page I will keep you all posted
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas to improve our city 
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch groups. AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 513-733-4122
- Saturday, October 13: Very successful St. Peter and Paul Academy 5K run
- Tuesday, October 23: Next Mayor’s Forum at 6:00 pm in Council Chambers
- March 19 – 100 Anniversary of the Reading American Legion
- June 8, 2019 is 100th anniversary of dedication of WW1 Doughboy Monument
- Sunday, October 21: Eagles 4:00 pm-6:00 pm Free Halloween Funfest, games, treats, and children may come dressed in costume.

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- No Report (Absent)

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report.

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- October 2018 Income Tax update: $416,520.37 (Still need $191,885.00 to collect to meet last year’s numbers)

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Our software will be increasing in price by three percent.
- I will be ordering 1099 and 1096 forms ahead of schedule.  40 each.
- Starting later this year or early next year I will be doing a fund report for each of our funds. This will cover our expenses 
and what is paid out over the year. Maybe a little further back if expenses come out to the end of the year. Not sure how
I will set everything up but this continues to build transparency and makes me proficient at my position.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Finance Committee: Reviewed ordinance regarding raises will not be automatic but voted on by Council.
[bookmark: _GoBack]UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- No Report (Absent).

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- The matter of the small Cell towers continues to be worked.  Has the information he needed from Mr. Stevenson.  
 Would now like to review with his Committee next Tuesday, October 23 at 6:30 pm.
- City awarded a grant in assisting with replacing LED traffic lighting.  Wants to know if we have reported to Duke since it is suppose to change our billing.  Would like to know what (if any) that change has been.
- Dan Brooks requested an intern to help him in his building department.  If we are proceeding forward with this hire will the City hire the intern or will Dan Brooks hire the candidate?  Answer is still up in the air.
- Benson street widening project – engineers to begin the design process.  Was hoping Council would have the chance to review the design.
- Council authorized an Engineering study regarding the construction at the new school site and Julie Terrace landslide.  Answer from Mayor Bo Bemmes: The scope of work (the study itself) has not started yet.
- Plans on attending Mill Creek Valley Upkeep meeting in Sharonville this Thursday, October 16 from 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm
LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- No Report (Absent)

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
This week, the city of Cincinnati along with the family of Kyle Plush are starting a campaign to encourage people to register with Smart 911.  This system could have possibly saved Kyle's life had it been available at the time.  This is also the pre-arrival system used by Hamilton County dispatch since April. 

The Pre-Arrival Information you enter into Smart911 can save valuable time in the event you or someone else living in your home has an emergency.  Things you can share in this service includes: medical information, emergency contacts, preferred hospital, each person's physical description, vehicle information, mobility and access issues.  You decide what information you want shared and you can modify and/or update at any time.  The information entered can only be seen by 911 and emergency personnel and only after you dial 911 from a registered phone.
 
With the Notification Service, you will be notified of various alerts and warnings in our area.  Once you go online and establish an account, you can decide what notifications you would like to receive from the 40 options listed. Alerts include various weather conditions from watches to warnings, civil dangers, evacuation and sheltering, to individualized municipal alerts such as road closures and police searches.  Notifications are sent out via text, voice, and email.  You decide what notifications you would like to receive and how you are to receive them.
 
Like most services, you have to take the time and initiative to sign up and enter the information.  Each phone needs to be registered and information should be updated as needed.   Go to our web page at www.readingohio.org for more information.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Leaf Pick-Up will begin soon.  PLEASE DO NOT blow your leaves into the street, curb or put them down the sewers.
  Also, do not park on a pile of leaves.  The heat from starting your engine may cause a fire.  
- Hope to have an Ordinance next week for the purchase of a truck for the City Plumber.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Reading Parks Foundation Fundraiser: Family Camp Out and Movie Night at the Pool parking lot.  Campout set up 
 at 3:00 pm on 10-20-18 and breakdown at 11:00 am on 10-21-18.  $25.00 for spots; trailers on Parking lot and tents 
 in the grass.  Money goes to the Reading Parks Foundation.
- October 27: Trunk or Treat 7-00 pm to 9:00 pm
- Halloween: Rain or shine 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm.
OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Gertz: Election is 3 weeks from today.  Still need several Poll workers for the County of Hamilton. 
          - Would like Council to take a look at Chambers and possibly discuss updating.
Mr. Lynd: Been getting a lot of calls regarding the traffic light at Reading and Columbia.  Need to look back into a 
          solution to reduce the traffic especially before traffic increases when the new school opens.
Mr. Gertz: In need of Poll workers Countywide.  You do have to be an active registered voter.  $181.50 for a Precinct Official.  Required: 4 hours of training and attend an organizational meeting.  If you are interested please call me at 513-632-7042.


READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:46 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                  CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                     President of Council
