CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
DECEMBER 4, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Fischesser.  Motion made by President of Council Cris Nesbitt to excuse Mr. Ashbrock, motion carried by voice vote.  Mr. Ashbrock did arrive later.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
James Shelton – (1) Inquired as to the members of the Master Plan Committee.  List of members given by Mayor Bo Bemmes and Randy Fischesser.  (2) Inquired as to a timeline for road construction for Benson and Columbia.  (3) Inquired as to engineering report for the water problems on Bolser.

Duane Mount – (1) Narrowness of Columbia Road.  Does the Master Plan include repairing the curbs? Answer: Yes. 
(2) Gave recent account of a gentleman who needed medical assistance and the amount of time it took for the Police to respond (they were on another call).  Once the Police responded they had to call EMS for additional assistance. Question: Does the Reading Police department carry Narcan?  Answer (from Randy Fichesser): No.  Additional comments – ALWAYS call 911 when you fear someone’s life is in danger, not the non-emergency number.  Also, please be sure to describe the situation with the best detail so that the proper department can be dispatched.  Mr. Fischesser will meet with the Chief’s to discuss Duane’s concerns.

Justin Feldman – (1) Questioned if the Dispatchers training “why didn’t the dispatchers ask specific questions?” Response (from Randy Fischesser): All our dispatchers are highly trained for every situation and have spreadsheets to guide them through multiple scenarios in order to ask the appropriate questions so that the correct department can be dispatched.  (2) Expressed concern regarding the size of the narrow stretch of road on Columbia.  (3) Driveway at Popeyes still not repaired.  Popeyes is submitting to Reading’s Engineers a way to repair the draining pipe.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Condolences to the Bush family on the recent passing of past President George H.W. Bush.
- $12.5 Million dollars needed to install a Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial.  About half collected at this point.  Please visit Valley Central if you’d like to donate.
- Please get out and support our local businesses as they are very generous in supporting our Churches, Schools and Organizations 
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas to improve our city 
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch groups. AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 513-733-4122
- “Shop With A Cop” – 13 needy families identified.  If you’d like to donate call City Hall.  If you’d like your donation doubled donate through the Reading Republican Club.

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- No Report (Absent)

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent)

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- November Financial Report: Year to date $6,803,294 collected (Up 1.6% for the year)

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Requisitions, invoices and all purchasing needs to be turned in by this Friday, December 7. 
- I attended the Hamilton County Public Health's WeTHRIVE! Ceremony where our community was heavily recognized. We had 6 individuals recognized out of 20ish in the individual category. 
- “Bitter Sweet” is a new restaurant opening at 6 a.m. They had a soft opening today and did well. They will be open at 6 a.m. during the week. Their prices are good and they serve coffee, smoothies, crepes, and much more. 
- Reading Chamber of Commerce Award Ceremony was last night at Redwine & Co. We have amazing staff at the City and amazing businesses. The people recognized were Bob Ashbrock, Seth & Lindsey Redwine, Allen Hill, Donna Wiggins, Donna Penter.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Need to pass the 2019 Temporary Appropriations at the next televised meeting.
- Committee Meeting discussed revisions to the ordinance on the floor this evening regarding City wages and salaries
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Still working on the properties project

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Encouraged Council to pass the Right-of-Way ordinance this evening (second reading).
LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Waiting to schedule a meeting with the School regarding the Stadium contract.  Collaborative discussion on the Stadium and Hilltop properties.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
Every year around this time I offer some safety tips to help keep you and your family safe over the holidays.  So, for Christmas 2018 I'd like to offer the following:

When shopping: be aware of your surroundings, do not leave packages visible in your car, and lock your car at all times.

Inspect holiday decorations for damage before use and do not overload outlets.  Failure to do this may cause a serious shock or start a fire.

Keep trees fresh by watering daily.  Dry trees are a serious fire hazard.

Use battery-operated candles.  Candles start almost half of home decoration fires (NFPA).

Stay in the kitchen when something is cooking.  Unattended cooking equipment is the leading cause of home cooking fires (NFPA).

Turn off, unplug, and extinguish all decorations when going to sleep or leaving the house.  Half of home fire deaths occur between the hours of 11pm and 7am (NFPA).

When traveling, let a trusted person know where you are going and leave them an itinerary and your contact info.  Never inform strangers of your travel plans.  

Stay Healthy: Get a flu shot if you haven't already and wash your hands often. We typically interact with more people during holidays, increases our chances of catching infections along with those hugs.  

On trash or recycling day, break down the boxes from your electronics and other expensive gifts.  Don't give thieves a shopping list.

Don't stress over the details.  Remember, the best part of Christmas is spending time with family and friends and celebrating the true reason for the season.


SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Gary Blair began working December 3 in anticipation if Bill Stone retiring December 31.  Already working well.  Worked overtime on leaves yesterday and today.
- Mike Welling will begin working December 10 to replace Eric Lautenslager who took a job with Blue Ash.
- Darrel & Steve Greiner will meet with the Civil Service Commission to arrange for a test for Mechanic in anticipation of Steve retiring soon.
- Bill Stone received the Service Department “Employee of the Year” award for his great work servicing the 70+ vehicles and pieces of equipment the Service Department is responsible for during Steve Greiner’s 6 month absence.  
- Overtime for leaves & limb removal.
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RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Crib Dedication will be on Friday, December 7th starting at 6:15 pm at the corner of Jefferson Ave and Benson St.  A Church Official will say a few prayers and the girls and community members will sing a few Christmas Carols.  Tree Lighting Ceremony will take place at 6:30 pm at the Haffey Fieldhouse.  Feel free to make or bring an ornament to place on the tree.  Immediately following the tree lighting, come inside to watch a movie with your friends and enjoy a visit from Santa Claus AND (first time ever) Mrs. Claus.
- Parks Department is in need of new tables for Haffey Field House.
OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Cox: Interested party in Hilltop & Central.  May attend a future meeting to discuss their ideas for the spaces.

READING OF RESOLUTIONS

READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING READING CODIFIED ORDINANCES CHAPTER 1048: RIGHTS OF WAY 
  AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  (Second Reading)

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a third reading.  Motion passed by a 
7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                        ORDINANCE NO. 2018-51

(2) AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH WAGES & SALARIES INCLUDING WAGES AND SALARY INCREASES FOR ALL 
   EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF READING AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading.  Motion failed by a 3-4 roll call vote(Mr Cox, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck & Mr. Fischesser voting “no”).


ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:25 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                       CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                           President of Council
