CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
DECEMBER 18, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Fischesser.  
Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to excuse Mr. Cox, motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson,Auditor Sabrina Smith 
& Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

MSD PRESENTATION
Samuel Kloss gave a Powerpoint presentation regarding Metropolitan Sewer District eliminating sanitary sewage from entering waterways.  Location of “CSO 513”: just west of the end of Bernard Avenue to the Mill Creek.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- $12,500 dollars needed to install a Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial.  About half collected at this point.  Please visit Valley Central if you’d like to donate.
- Please get out and support our local businesses as they are very generous in supporting our Churches, Schools and Organizations 
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas to improve our city 
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch groups. AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 513-733-4122.

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Gave explanation of the ordinances on the agenda for this evening.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- Power Siting Board has released a new schedule.  Public Hearing on March 21 at 3:00 pm in Muntz Hall room 119. 

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- No Report (Absent)



AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
Reading WeTHRIVE! team met tonight to talk about initiatives in our City. 
1. Farmer’s Market 2. Walking Trail Enhancements 3. Access to Resources 4. Community Development.  
A lot of good discussion was had by members and new members for what they would like to see in 2019. All of these initiatives sparked from community involvement: online, in person, and in passing. The Team is excited for 2019.
 
Please vote for Brandon Ross for Athlete of the Week. The link is on the Reading, Ohio Community Forum Page.
 
Tonight my ordinance is for the Non-general Funds increasing of appropriations.
10 funds are asked to be increased. I want to go over as quickly as possible why each fund is being increased.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Has had several meetings with the Finance committee and the Law Director discussing automatic cost of living raises.
- Committee Meeting discussed revisions to the ordinance on the floor this evening regarding City wages and salaries
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Rumpke – trash or recycling must be placed curbside the night before your scheduled pick-up time.  Large item pick-ups
  or heavy/bulky items need to be called into Rumpke and scheduled for pick-up at least 24 hours in advance.  All furniture 
  needs to be wrapped in plastic.  Carpeting need to be 4ft by 2ft wrapped in twine.  Please call 1-800-828-8171.
- Public Works Department will pick up your live Christmas Tree after Christmas if you put in on the curb.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Planning to meet with Patrick Ross regarding the recently passed Right-of-Way ordinance.
LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- No Report (Absent)

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
First I would like to send my condolences to the family of Samantha Moore.  She was the young lady killed on Cross County Highway last Friday.  Our prayers are with you during this very trying time.

Last week I met with both the police chief and the fire chief regarding the response time concerns expressed by Mr. Mount at the last televised meeting.  I too became concerned when he advised that the police took 8-10 minutes and the squad at least 14 minutes.
The easiest way for me to break this down is to present the time line as it was recorded.
This incident occurred on September 8th at 1733 hours.  
The first and second call came in at that time and both were fielded by our dispatcher.  
Mr. Mount's call came in at 1734 hours and took a little longer to filter because initially no street name was given; only the numerical.
The incident was dispatched to the road patrol at 1735 hours.
At 1739 hours Mr. Mount called back and inquired as to the response of the police and advised dispatch that the subject was staggering and just fell into the street.  Unfortunately, the change of scene location or medical concerns was not relayed to the dispatcher at this time. 
The first officer arrived at the initial address that was given at 1740 hours and started looking for subject.  This was 5 minutes from dispatch and six minutes from Mr. Mount's initial call.
The second officer arrived at 1740 hours and assisted with attempts to locate.
At 1743 hours they located the subject at 2281 Bolser and subsequently requested EMS.
The squad run was dispatched at 1750 hours. (It should be noted that all fire units were on the scene of a reported structure fire that had been dispatched two minutes prior to this run.)
The first units arrived at 1755 hours.  This was 5 minutes from dispatch and 12 minutes from initial request. 
The transport unit, returning from another previous run (8415 Reading Rd.) were redirected to Bolser arrived at 18:06 and transported to hospital at 18:15.

Now, as for the police carrying Narcan. The Police and fire chief had discussed this issue when other departments started carrying the drug.  It was decided that carrying the drug in the cruisers was not prudent in our community for the following reasons.
The paramedic unit is staffed with on-duty members and is able to get anywhere within the city in 3-5 minutes.
They are seeing less heroin and more fentynal and carfentynal on the street.
Because of the rebound effect, more than one vial of Narcan is needed to keep the patient from relapsing into a deeper state of unconsciousness.
Maintaining control of the scene is better for all involved with the incident, including the patient.
And finally, the drug does not do well in extreme weather conditions and could become compromised in the cruiser.

In other matters, there is an ordinance on the floor this evening to allow for the hiring of part-time dispatchers and setting the maximum number and rate of pay for this position.  Also, as stated in the ordinance, it is an emergency measure since the contract with Arlington starts January first and they still need to hire and train these individuals.

The fire department has ordered two new Lifepak monitor/defibrillators.  The projected cost is $72,000.00 with the majority being paid for through a federal grant.  Our cost will be $3,200.00 and will come from the 242 fund.  Obtaining this grant freed up enough monies in the 242 fund to enable the department to pay cash for the new squad that they will be picking up next Thursday.  

There are some ongoing roof leaks in and around the firemen's quarters.  Several attempts to repair have been unsuccessful and it is hoped that a new roof will be installed in the near future.

I would like to wish everyone a very Blessed and Joyous Christmas; and a New Year filled with hope and comfort.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Piles of leaves and brush are diminishing as the Service Department is finally catching up. 

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- The tree lighting and movie night went well on December 7.  We had a good turn out of around 80 people.  Thanks to all involved with the planning & execution of the event.
- Next committee meeting on 01-22-19.  Susan Slavey the Parks & Recreation Supervisor agreed to attend.  I plan to discuss the need and cost of tables and chairs at the field house.  I would also like to discuss Park Rental fees for 2019.
OTHER BUSINESS

READING OF RESOLUTIONS

READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH WAGES & SALARIES INCLUDING WAGES AND SALARY INCREASES FOR ALL 
   EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF READING AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  (Third Reading)

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a third reading.  Motion passed by a 
7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                        ORDINANCE NO. 2018-5

(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ADJUSTMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS IN THE FOLLOWING 
   2018 GENERAL FUND ACCOUNTS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a third reading.  Motion passed by a 
7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                        ORDINANCE NO. 2018-5

(3) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $77,529.80 FROM THE ACCRUED SICK AND VACATION FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a third reading.  Motion passed by a 
7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                        ORDINANCE NO. 2018-5

(4) AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE APPPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES FOR THE CITY OF READING, STATE OF OHIO, DURING THE PERIOD ENDING APRIL 30, 2019.

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a third reading.  Motion passed by a 
7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                        ORDINANCE NO. 2018-5

(5) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO HIRE PART TIME DISPATCHERS, SETTING THE PAY AND NUMBER AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a third reading.  Motion passed by a 
7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                        ORDINANCE NO. 2018-5

(6) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE INCREASE OF APPROPRIATIONS IN THE FOLLOWING NON-GENERAL FUNDS 
   AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a third reading.  Motion passed by a 
7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                        ORDINANCE NO. 2018-5

[bookmark: _GoBack]
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:21 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                       CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                           President of Council
