CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
JANUARY 15, 2019 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbit called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Fischesser.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Auditor Sabrina Smith
& Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Brian Collins – Addressed Council regarding several issues that were in existence 6 months ago.  Present day 80% are still issues and out of code.  Patrick Ross gave update on Reading Feed Mill code issues.  Mattress store is leaving old mattresses by the curb and would like that looked into and addressed.  Gave opinion that the City should eliminate the ICRC service in order to hire another City employee.  Mr. Gertz gave his position as to why he disagreed, this history of how we came to take part in the services of ICRC and the several opportunities we as a community are not fully taking advantage of through the ICRC service.  Mr. Cox commented that there are other companies that would do this service for us at a much lower cost.

COMMUNICATIONS
Mayors Monthly Disbursement Report:  98 Bench Warrants Issued, 591 Cases Heard, $14,796.00 collected.
From Safety Service Director Patrick Ross: Police Chief Scott Snow opposes a liquor license transfer (area in question is not zoned for bars).  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to allow the request for liquor license transfer to be handled by the administration and motion carried by voice vote.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Gave the “State of the City” address.  For the full address please visit http://www.icrctv.com/communities, 
  click on “Reading,” and then click “Reading City Council 01-15-2019”

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Condolences to Officer Dale Wood’s family.  Chief Snow and Officer Poppe represented the City.
- Arlington Heights transfer is going smoothly thus far
- The hiring 2 new Officers is close to complete.
- 43 Water Main breaks in 2018.
- Thank you to Bill Stone who retired at the end of 2018
- Leaf pick-up has concluded.  If you still have leaves, please bag them.
- Record number of runs (2,385) for the Fire/EMS in 2018.  1,899 EMS, 486 Fire (121 all-call).  2,317 in 2017.
- Met w/ Mr. Ashbrock regarding a few issues & working on implementing Administrative actions regarding small cell towers
- Met with President of Valley Sheet Metal (Kevin Graham)
- Need to replace the City Hall roof – the part over fire quarters.  Have received one bid and waiting on a second one.
- Completed year end reporting with City Clerk Diane Brown.  Processed W2s today.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent)

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- End of the year treasury report (attached).  This report can also be found on Ohiocheckbook.com  
 Ended 2018 with a total of $7,359,849 (1.3% ahead of 2017)

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- WeTHRIVE! Reading met this evening. We will be having monthly meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of each month in different locations. Tonight's meeting was here in Council Chambers.  We will let everyone know as soon as we secure the next location.
- The Auditor's Office is extremely busy at the beginning of the year with December and Yearly Reports while paying the City's Bills for January

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Not yet received certification for the Budget.  Still operating on the Temporary appropriations. 
- Ordinances we’re trying to reconcile.  Will take up Dave Stevenson’s recommendations in an upcoming Committee.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- At the end of 2018 I began a series to remind residents of the opportunities they have for Rumpke to pick-up specific items.  Also, reminders for property maintenance. I mentioned in December that the Public Works Department would pick up you Christmas trees and chip them up into mulch. I appreciate that many residents took advantage of that service. 
Additional information for Trash collection from Rumpke is;
• Freon containing appliances (CFC’s) require special handling procedures prior to pick-up. They must be tagged with a sticker stating CFC’s or Freon have been removed by a trained and certified technician. Reading Heating & Air Conditioning (812-1633) or any Heating and AC Company can provide this service at a cost.
• According to Federal law, Rumpke is not permitted to accept batteries, tires, liquids, combustible materials or any items identified as hazardous. 
- Now is the perfect time to safely dispose of all those used batteries. There are some important facts you should know about batteries to keep your home - and the environment - safe:  Batteries that cannot be recharged and must be disposed of once they wear out. They are commonly used in remote controls, flashlights, clocks, watches, and smoke detectors. 
First and foremost: do not place batteries in your recycling bin or cart. Batteries cannot be recycled locally in this way, and they create a fire hazard in recycling trucks and facilities. Take your batteries to one of the following locations to be properly disposed. Be sure to place them in a clear, sealable bag.  

Batteries Plus Bulbs
123 W. Kemper Rd., Springdale, Ohio 45246; 513-453-4080
Small fee for single use batteries.
Canter Battery Co., Inc.
550 Township Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45216; 513-641-3555
Lowe's
Some, not all, locations accept single use batteries.  Call them to find out if they accept them.
• Any questions about recycling, please contact Hamilton County Recycling at 513-946-7789. 
Drums, barrels, yard and household containers are not acceptable trash containers and will be considered trash if placed at the curb.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
- Many Reading residents have picked up the unwanted CSI trash containers from Evendale to use as their trash containers.  Rumpke may not pick up the trash from these containers with the CSI logo on it. It would be best to cover that name with duct tape or spray paint.   A limited amount of Rumpke stickers will available at City Hall to cover the CSI logo if a resident desires to use them. Any questions call Don Lindeman: 513-509-0884

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Wants to discuss the Container Corporation at next week’s Committee of the Whole meeting
- MSD plans: Current plans can negatively impact our utilization of the current Haffey Field House site

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- 11 months left on current Stadium contract.  Next Committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, January 22 at 6:15 at 
 City Hall.  Invited the mayor, Safety Service Director, the school’s Treasurer, Superintendent & couple board members.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- The fire department has placed two new Lifepak monitor/defibrillators in service.  The projected cost is $72,000.00 with the majority being paid through a federal grant.  Our cost will be $3,200.00 and was taken out of the 242 fund.  Obtaining this grant freed up enough monies in the 242 fund to enable the department to pay cash for the new squad that was delivered last month and placed in service this week. 

There is an ordinance on the agenda tonight which will renew our participation in the Hamilton County Police mutual aid agreement.  This renewal happens every couple of years when changes are needed.  Don wins the prize this round by noting that the villages of Arlington Heights and Lincoln Heights have been removed since they no longer have their own police department.  The others changes is the addition of the County Mobile Field Team. Similar to SWAT, this team is deployed in the event of rioting. Reading will have a member on that team. 

We received a publication last week from the Hamilton County Health Board.  They are celebrating their 100th anniversary this year and shared with us some of the accomplishments from 2018 and some goals for 2019.
January 2018 they started the needle exchange program. Since inception, more than 350,000 syringes have been exchanged at a cost of approximately $300K. Through this program, those with opioid addiction are also offered counseling, treatment, and various health testing. Although the cost of the program seems high, but when you consider that a lifetime of treatment for a patient with HIV approaches $400,000, or a 12-week course of treatment for hepatitis C infection can reach $80,000 it seems to be money well spent.  Also, according to the CDC, people who inject drugs and use one of these programs are five times more likely to enter treatment for substance abuse and are more likely to reduce or stop injecting.
Looking to 2019 a main focus will be oral health. Here in Hamilton County, 36 percent of adults 18-64 do not have dental insurance; 61 percent of those 65 and older have no dental insurance. 
Hamilton County’s rate of adult emergency department visits for dental issues is nearly 65 percent higher than the national average, despite the fact that our local dentist-to-population ratio exceeds that of the U.S.
As a result, the Hamilton County Health Department has begun work on an Oral Care Coalition charged with first learning about these discrepancies and then working to increase oral care access for Medicaid, low-income and uninsured populations.
Finally, in 2018, Hamilton County Public Health was notified of an active case of tuberculosis (TB) in a worker in a daycare setting. They were able to identify the exposures and bringing those exposed in for testing and treatment. Complicating the issue was that most of those potentially exposed were from immigrant communities, presenting language, contact and ultimately, trust barriers.
During our work, it became apparent that teachers and daycare workers were no longer required to be tested for TB as a condition of employment. While TB is no longer the threat (in the U.S.) that it used to be, there are many countries in which TB continues to be a pervasive infectious disease. With increasing immigrant populations in our country, there continues to be a concern. The requirement for pre-employment TB screening is crucial and should be an easy legislative fix.  State Representative Bill Seitz has drafted legislation to be introduced in 2019 to make sure TB does not spread among children in daycare centers.

I have scheduled a Safety Committee meeting for February 19th at 6:30pm. 
Both Chief Owens and Chief Snow will be present to discuss Capital needs for this year.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
(1) Leaf collection has concluded.  If you still have some (under the snow), you can put them in bags, call the City, and they will pick them up or you can put them with regular garbage.
(2) Snow Event.  300 tons of salt used.  150 tons left.  350 tons being delivered today.  1,600 tons ordered (last year) at $69.69.  $76+ last year.  Morton has this year’s contract.  Special shout out to Gary Blair & Mike Welling for their work on their first snow removal.  Observed for a while and then sent out on their own – did a good job!
(3) New laborer (Chris Theilen) will start January 21.
(4) Mechanic’s Test was given and being scored Saturday.
(5) Steve Greiner will be retiring in May after some medical procedures.
(6) Ricky Huneck retiring March 24.
(7) Gary Absher off with wrist problems.  Will be off 6 weeks (From January 11)
(8) New truck ordered.  Waiting for delivery.
(9) Next Committee Meeting on Tuesday, February 12 at 6:00 pm.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Committee Meeting January 22 at 6:30 pm in the Caucus room to review park rentals & park needs.

READING OF ORDINANCES
(1)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY & SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO THE HAMILTON 
    COUNTY POLICE MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                               ORDINANCE NO. 2019-05
  
OTHER BUSINESS
Don Lindeman – Historical Society selling a book “A Story of 3 Towns” $10.00 per book.  Only 200 copies.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:18 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
