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PURPOSE 
 

A. To establish an effective organization to administer and enforce the Fire 
Prevention Code of the City of Reading. 

B. To provide the necessary laws and ordinances to effectively administer current 
codes and standards. 

C. To provide liaison with the Building Department in order to maintain current 
information regarding new and changing properties. 

D. To make the City of Reading a safe place to live and work through fire safety 
education and code enforcement. 

E. To establish an organization responsible for investigating all fires. 
 
POLICY 
 

A. The policy of the Reading Fire Department is to inspect all occupancies except 
for single or two-family residential occupancies to identify violations of the 
Reading Fire Prevention Code. 

B. To enforce the currently adopted Fire Prevention Code of the City of Reading. 
C. To maintain the Fire Prevention Code of the City of Reading current with 

recognized standards and practices. 
D. To work closely with the City Engineers and the Building Department to remain 

current with building construction, remodeling and changes in occupancy. 
E. To work closely with business and property owners to provide technical 

assistance regarding the Fire Prevention Code of the City of Reading. 
F. To thoroughly investigate all fires in the City of Reading and to pursue 

prosecution of all fires in the City of Reading that are suspicious in nature. 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
 

A. The Fire Prevention Bureau shall: 
a. Cause the inspection of all commercial properties in the City of Reading. 
b. Administer and enforce the Fire Prevention Code equally and fairly to all 

persons and occupancies. 
c. Maintain codes and standards current with recognized accepted 

practices. 
d. Make recommendations to the Fire Chief regarding the updating of the 

Fire Prevention Code of the City of Reading. 
e. Make recommendations to property and business owners regarding Fire 

Prevention Code requirements and overall fire safety. 
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f. Maintain accurate records regarding activities of the Fire Prevention 
Bureau. 

g. Coordinate fire safety presentations to schools, civic organizations 
and the business community. 

 
B. The Fire Prevention Bureau shall be actively involved in the presentations 

and demonstrations to schools, organizations and businesses. 
C. The Fire Prevention Bureau shall investigate all fires in the City of Reading 

to determine cause and origin. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY 
 

A. The Fire Chief shall maintain the overall responsibility for the Fire Prevention 
Bureau. 

B. The Assistant Fire Chief shall be appointed the Chief of the Fire Prevention 
Bureau and shall be responsible for the administration and enforcement of the 
Fire Prevention Code and the enhancement of Fire Safety Education to the 
public. 

C. The Assistant Fire Chief shall keep the Fire Chief informed of the Fire 
Prevention Bureau activities on a monthly basis and shall make an annual 
report of the bureau’s activities. 

D. The Assistant Fire Chief shall be responsible for decisions required when 
referenced in the Fire Prevention Code as the “Fire Official” or “Authority 
Having Jurisdiction (AHJ)” 

E. The Fire Prevention Bureau shall investigate all fires within the City of Reading 
in order to determine the cause and origin. 


