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READING FIRE DEPARTMENT               OPERATING GUIDELINE – BOOK 2 
       

SUBJECT:  FIRE PREVENTION CODE SECTION:  204.02 

REVISED:  NOVEMBER 14, 2007 PAGE(S):  2 

 
PURPOSE 
 

A. To provide an understanding of the legal aspects of the Fire Prevention Code of 
the City of Reading. 

B. To provide each member with the legality of the Fire Prevention Code of the 
City of Reading. 

 
POLICY 
 

A. It is the policy of the Reading Fire Department, for the purpose of safeguarding 
life and property, to enforce to a reasonable degree, the Fire Prevention Code 
as adopted by ordinance. 

B. To continuously update the Fire Prevention Code of the City of Reading to meet 
current local and national standards and practices. 

 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
 

A. Terminology - Ordinance, law, code, standard.  A city ordinance is the legal 
means by which the Fire Prevention Code is enacted as an enforceable law in 
the City of Reading.  A violation of a section, or part, of the Fire Prevention 
Code is a violation of City ordinance.  The Fire Prevention Code is a set of 
regulations for the protection of public health, safety and welfare.  The Fire 
Prevention Code adopts as part of itself, as though written in entirety, certain 
nationally recognized standards.  These standards are enforceable by 
reference to the Fire Prevention Code.  The Fire Prevention Code is 
enforceable by reference to the City ordinance which is law. 

B. The Reading Fire Prevention Code  -  City ordinance adopts the 2005 Ohio Fire 
Code as the Fire Prevention Code for the City of Reading with certain additions 
and deletions, and provides for certain penalties for non-compliance.  Certain 
modifications were made to the Code in order to provide a code compatible 
with local conditions and to provide better clarity for Code interpretations.  The 
Reading Fire Prevention Code is made enforceable by City Ordinance. 

C. The Ohio Fire Code - is the 2005 Fire Prevention Code as published by the 
International Code Commission, with certain modifications made by the Ohio 
State Fire Marshal.  The Ohio Fire Code is enforceable only through the Ohio 
State System.  It is not enforceable through City Ordinance or Reading Mayor’s 
Court 
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D. The Ohio Building Code is the International Code Commission Building Code 
adopted as the minimum standard for the State of Ohio with certain 
modifications made by the Ohio Board of Building Standards.  This set of 
standards has been adopted as part of the Hamilton County Building Code.  
The City of Reading has adopted the Hamilton County Building Code as its 
standard.  The Fire Prevention Code of the City of Reading makes reference 
to the Building Code as a standard for acceptance.  The Hamilton County 
Building Code is enforced by the Building Department of the City of Reading 
by separate ordinance. 

E. Recognized Standards - Standards are written criteria of acceptable 
recognized agencies, accepted engineering practices, accepted methods of 
testing and accepted procedures.  Standards are referenced in the text of the 
Fire Prevention Code and in the appendices of same.  Standards are a means 
of verifying compliance with the intent of the Fire Prevention Code. 

 
RESPONSIBILITY 
 
It shall be the responsibility of each member to enforce the provisions of the Fire 
Prevention Code of the City of Reading per this S.O.G. 


