ORDINANCE #2013 – 

AN ORDINANCE RESCINDING ORDIANCE #93-02 (CREATING A TREE COMMISSION FOR THE CITY OF READING, OHIO AND GRANTING CERTAIN POWERS THERETO) AND AMENDING CHAPTER 1428 (EXISTING STRUCTURE CODE) 0F THE READING CODIFIED ORDINANCES AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Reading, State of Ohio:
  
SECTION I: 

That the Council of the City of Reading finds it necessary and in 


the best interest of the City to rescind Ordinance #93-02 (Creating a Tree Commission for the City of Reading, Ohio and Granting Certain Powers Thereto) and amend portions of Chapter 1428 of the Reading Codified ordinances entitled “Existing Structure Code”.

SECTION II:

The following sections of the 2012 “International Code Council  - International Property Maintenance Code are hereby revised:

 302.10 Trees.   Every tree, whether located on a vacant lot or on a lot improved with any building, structure or other facility, shall be maintained in a safe condition.  When a tree or any part thereof becomes in such a condition as to constitute a hazard to life or property, the code official may order the tree or hazardous portion thereof taken down and removed from the premises. Dead trees, or portions thereof, shall be considered prima facie evidence of an unsafe condition.
Upon failure of the owner or agent having charge of a property to trim or remove a tree after service of a notice of violation, they shall be subject to prosecution in accordance with Section 106.3 and as prescribed by the authority having jurisdiction.  Upon failure to comply with the notice of violation, any duly authorized employee of the jurisdiction or contractor hired by the jurisdiction shall be authorized to enter upon the property in violation and trim or remove the tree thereon, and the costs of such removal shall be paid by the owner or agent responsible for the property.
302.10.1 Trimming of trees and shrubbery.  The owner or agent of any lot or parcel of land fronting on any street, alley or public grounds in the City, in which trees and shrubbery are planted and growing, shall trim or cause to be trimmed, all trees or shrubbery in front of the respective lots or lands when so ordered by the code official.  
1. All trees, plants or shrubbery shall be trimmed so as to have a clear height of ten feet above the surface of sidewalks and twelve feet above the surface of the street or roadway; passage of the street and sidewalk must be maintained.
2. The branches of all trees, plants and shrubbery in front of and along lots or lands near which public lamps are placed shall be trimmed so as not to obstruct free passage of light from such lamps to the street and sidewalks.
3. The owner shall cut down and remove any tree, plant, shrub or any part thereof, as may be necessary to provide a clear and unobstructed view of traffic from all directions at any street or intersection, or to abate any nuisance to protect the life, limb and property of persons, drivers of vehicles, or pedestrians using any street or sidewalk.
Upon failure of the owner or agent having charge of a property comply with the requirements of this section, they shall be subject to prosecution in accordance with Section 106.3 and as prescribed by the authority having jurisdiction.  Upon failure to comply with the notice of violation, any duly authorized employee of the jurisdiction or contractor hired by the jurisdiction shall be authorized to enter upon the property in violation and trim or remove the tree thereon, and the costs of such removal shall be paid by the owner or agent responsible for the property.

SECTION III:

All ordinances or parts thereof, inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed.

SECTION IV:

The ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure




necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, 




health and safety; the reason for the emergency being that 
minimum standards governing property maintenance must be established for enforcement.  
THEREFORE, this Ordinance shall take effect from and after the earliest period allowed by law.
Passed this _________day of ___________________, 2013.
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