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Why are we here? 

• City has identified flooding as one of the biggest issues 
affecting the community. 

• City received grant from County Planning to study      

      flooding and recreational trails. 

• Community involvement is critical to understanding    

      and solving the problem. 

• Flood solutions can have multiple benefits. 

 





Problems Associated with Mill Creek 

• Flooding 
• Erosion 
• Failing Infrastructure 
• Log Jams 
• Water Quality/Health Issues 
• Aesthetics 
• Brownfield Sites 
• Lower Property Values 
• Marginal Land Use 
• Trash 
 
 



2001 Flood 



Loss of Access 



Loss of Property 



Loss of Recreation 



• Federal Emergency Management Agency 

• Federal program to map and regulate floodplains 

• Offers flood insurance to pay for repairs, lost belongings, and temporary housing 

• Funds for flood control (levees, floodproofing, acquisition) 

 

 



FEMA Vocabulary 

• Floodway- area where the stream flows (stream and banks) 

 

Floodway 

Floodplain 

100 Year Floodplain 

Flood  
Fringe 

Flood  
Fringe 

• Floodplain- area that is flooded when the water level is above the banks 

• 100 Year Floodplain- the area that has a 1% chance of flooding annually. 

• Flood Fringe- area subject to flooding with less than a 1% chance 



Existing  
Proposed 



Existing  
Proposed 







FEMA Flood Insurance 

• 84 flood insurance policies 

• Total cost $91,392 or a little over $1000 per structure per year 

• Required for Home Loans by Lenders 

• Otherwise voluntary 

• Affects property value and sales 

• The County has estimated the value of property in the floodplain at $77 Million 

• Approximately 227 homes and 39 businesses in the floodplain 

• Only 32% of homes and businesses are insured in Reading 

• The impacts of a major flood would be staggering 



Flood Impacts to Community 

• Property values 
• Length of time home on market 
• Decreased pool of potential owners 
• Home ownership versus landlord 
• Tax assessments 
• Community services 
• Quality of life 

 
 
 
 

Flooding affects the entire City of Reading! 

 



Deteriorating Infrastructure 

• Creek migration affects utilities and 
infrastructure 

• Bridges, electric transmission lines, 
sewer lines, stormwater outlets, 
water lines, gas lines, CSO/SSO 
outlets 

• Cost to maintain or replace 



Log Jams 

• Erosion causes trees to fall in 

• Debris accumulates on piers 

• Debris causes flooding 

• Maintenance issue 

 

 



Water Quality/Health Issues 

• MSD combined sewage 

• Non-contact 

• Precludes fishing and recreation 

• Odors 

• Decreases property values 

 



Aesthetics 

• Quality of life 

• Adjacent land use 

• Property values 

• Recreation 



Brownfield Sites 

• Contamination 

• No jobs 

• No tax base 

• Cost to remediate 

• Impact on adjacent parcels 

• Vandalism and fire risk 

• Community liability 

 



Lower Property Values 

• Floodplain 

• Erosion 

• Aesthetics 

• Adjacent land use 

• Impacts tax base 



Material Storage 

• Lower property values in floodplain 

• Storage of floodproof materials 

• Large parcel size 

• Low  number of employees 

• Lower tax base 



Trash and Debris 

• Vacant floodplain invites 
dumping 

• Dumping upstream 
deposited in floodplain 

• Further impacts to 
property values and quality 
of life. 



Park Connections 

• Number of existing parks along Mill Creek 

• No ability to conveniently walk or bike between parks 

• Greenway trail would be extension of the parks 

• Greenway trail would connect community to the parks 



Opportunities 

•  Stream restoration 

•  Floodplain creation 

•  Brownfield cleanup 

•  Economic redevelopment 

•  Community revitalization 

•  Greenway trail 

•  Recreation 

•  Water quality improvement 



Residential Land Use 

• Large stock of small, affordable homes 

• Great starter homes  

• Great small family homes 

• Good access to transportation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunity for young professionals, single parents, and retirees 



Bridal District 

• Regional destination businesses 
 

• Opportunity to expand and compliment 
 

• From Church Street west is located in the 
floodplain 
 



Greenway Trail 

• Provides for active recreation 

– Running 

– Walking 

– Bicycling 

– Wildlife viewing 

• Connect parks together and become extension 

• Connect community to parks  

• Education 

• Service access road for utilities and emergency 
vehicles 



Greenway Trail 

• Improve and increase greenway trail 

• Provide alternate transportation 

• Provide education opportunities 

• Connect to other proposed segments 

• Provide amenities 

• Work with Groundwork Cincinnati – Mill Creek 







Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 

• Greenway trail puts eyes and ears along the Mill Creek 

• Prevents illegal dumping and illicit activities 

• Takes children and cyclists off the streets and puts them in 
a safe environment 



Stream Restoration 

• Install proper channel cross section 

• Bioengineering on banks 

• Instream habitat structures 

• Riparian planting 

• Work with Mill Creek Watershed Council of Communities 



Floodplain Creation 

• Remove soil from benches on creek 

• Move levees back  

• Increase flow efficiency 

• Create wetland storage area 

• Combine flood storage with recreation 



Brownfield Cleanup/Economic Redevelopment 

• Demolish unused buildings 

• Remediate soils and groundwater 

• Redevelop site 

• Work with Port Authority and Clean Ohio 

• Create flood storage 

• Floodproof parcels 

• Create greenway buffer with trail 

• Connect to recreation 

 



Water Quality Improvement 

• Manage and treat stormwater 

• Work with MSD to implement improvements 

• Work with Mill Creek Watershed Council of Communities 

 



Outcomes 

• Increased property values 

• Increased home ownership 

• Increased recreation 

• Increased economic redevelopment 

• Increased taxes and community services 

• Increased water quality 

• Increased quality of life 



Planning and Implementation 

• Develop committee 

• Begin planning and coordinating with others 

• Identify constraints and opportunities 

• Identify alternatives  

• Develop a preliminary plan 

• Achieve consensus 

• Identify funding sources 

• Develop a phased approach 

• Commit resources 

 

The next meeting will be scheduled in 2 months when we present the plan. 

We are here 



Breakout Sessions 

• Join one of the smaller groups in the corners 
• Provide site specific information concerning problems  
• Provide site specific information concerning solutions 
• Fill out the Questionnaire 
• Join the email list 

 
 

Thank you for coming! 



Breakout Session Questions 

• What problems have you experience and how have these issues impacted you personally?  
Please identify them on the map. 

• What areas on the map do you see as opportunities for addressing the problems?  
• What outcomes would you like to see from this plan? 
• How can your organization/agency partner in solutions? 

 
 


