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u Messages From The Mayor

Dear Residents:

I hope this newsletter is helpful and informative and finds all of you doing well. At City Hall 
we work very hard every day to provide the best services possible with the resources we are 
given.  However, we need everyone’s help to keep our City safe, clean, neat, and vibrant.  Please 
continue to support our excellent schools, businesses, and civic and youth organizations – every 
one of them is vitally important and needs your help and involvement. There are many ways 
you can find out about the numerous positive and productive projects and events occurring in 
our community. Read this newsletter, visit our web page at www.readingohio.org, follow us on 
Facebook, attend a Tuesday night City Council meeting (or watch the meetings on www.icrctv.com 

or on TV), call City Hall at 733-3725 or call me directly at 769-4684.

Our top goal as a City is to keep our residents safe. The best way for you to help is to get to know and look out for your 
neighbors. Call the police at 733-4122 immediately if you see any suspicious or illegal activity. If you have any questions or 
complaints, or if you read or hear a “rumor”, call City Hall at 733-3725 or Patrick Ross at 376-2501 for clarification.

Please follow these basic property maintenance rules:

• �Keep your grass cut and your yard clear of weeds, litter and debris.

• �Keep your house properly maintained and your yard free of junk cars and other junk items. Motor vehicles and trailers that 
are not operable or not licensed may not be kept on property, and all licensed vehicles must be parked on paved surfaces.

• �If you have large or heavy items to be discarded, call Rumpke at 742-2900 to schedule a special pick up. There is no extra 
charge for this additional service to single-family owners, but you must call to confirm a pick up date.

• �Maintain the sidewalks in front of your property in clean and safe condition.

• �Take responsibility for controlling barking dogs and picking up after your dogs.

Please join me in welcoming our new Superintendent of Reading Community Schools, Dr. Joel Anderson and the new Head of 
School at MND, Judy Back Gerwe. We also extend a warm welcome to the new branch of the Reading Library (see story inside). 

We recently saw the Bargain/Glass Barn close its doors for the last time after many years.  They have been a true asset to the 
City and I want to thank Jack Bachman and all his employees for their service and support of Reading.

Finally, I appeal to you to get involved to make a positive impact on our community. Our schools, churches and organizations 
need all the time, talent or treasures you have to spare. Consider joining and volunteering for the Reading Historical Society, one 
of our youth athletic groups, or a fraternal organization like the Eagles, Knights of St. John, Kiwanis and American Legion.  
Working together we will achieve more than one person could on his or her own.

Thank you for the trust you place in me as your Mayor. May God continue to bless our great Nation, our City and each of you.
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u �Reading Fire Department: 
Different Faces, Same 
Great Service

Congratulations to  
Firefighter/Paramedic Terry 
Widmann who retired 
March 20, 2015 after 25 
Years of dedicated service 
to the City of Reading. 
Terry’s involvement with 
purchasing and maintenance 
of fire and emergency 
vehicles and apparatus 

including the self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) 
assured the delivery of innovative and reliable fire and 
emergency services to our residents.  According to Fire 
Chief Todd Owens, Terry was a compassionate and 
empathetic individual who cared deeply for the residents 
of Reading. We wish him and his wife Barb many happy 
years together as they spend their retirement enjoying 
their family and traveling!

As we say a fond farewell to Terry, the Reading Fire 
Department also welcomes new Firefighter/Paramedic 
Brian Vaughn who  
comes to Reading from  
St. Bernard Fire Department. 
Mayor Bemmes swore 
Brian in at the March 24, 
2015 council meeting with 
many family members and 
friends in the audience. 
Brian and his family reside 
in the City of Reading. 

u �Avecia Expands Life  
Science Enterprise

On March 30, 2015 The Ohio 
State Controlling Board approved 
a Job Creation Tax Credit for 
Reading-based Avecia. Located at 
8560 Reading Rd., Avecia has consistently made major 
investments in technology and research and development 
in the life sciences industry which continues to rank as one 
of the top growing business sectors in Ohio and across the 
country.

In 2001 Avecia’s 
predecessor, Girindus, 
opened an oligonucle-
otide development and 
production facility on 
the City of Reading 
Life Sciences Campus 
employing 32 scientists 
and support staff. 
(Oligonucleotides are 
short strands of RNA 

or DNA molecules). In 2005 the Belgium company 
Solvay purchased 76% of Girindus’ stock and continued 
to grow the operation. In January 2013 Girindus’ assets 
were purchased from Solvay by Nitto Denko Avecia 
(“Avecia”).  Since then Avecia has expanded its  
oligonucleotide business and diversified into small 
molecule. The company has undergone expansions and 
has grown to approximately 70 employees today. 

Avecia intends to hire 15 new employees to re-purpose 
the former radiolabeling 
facility for additional  
oligonucleotide development 
and production. The tax 
credit incentive will help 
Avecia continue to be a 
leader in the advancing  
of the oligonucleotide 
therapeutic market and help 
move drug candidates from 
phase I development to 
commercialization.
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“Fall in Love” with the Reading Bridal District 
Do you or someone you know have plans to “tie the knot”?  If so you will not 
want to miss the Fourth Annual “Fall in Love” with the Reading Bridal District 
event on Thursday, September 17 from 6-9pm on Benson Street. Spend the 
evening strolling the District, exploring the shops, listening to great music, 
eating amazing food and winning fabulous prizes. Benson Street. will be closed 
to traffic to create a safe and unique shopping experience for future brides and 
grooms in an outdoor bridal 
show arena. There will be 
live music, DJ’s, dancing, 
food,  drinks, and dozens of 
wedding vendors! 

Follow us on facebook at: www.facebook.com/ReadingOH

Sincerely,

Robert “Bo” Bemmes
Mayor of Reading

u �Gas And Electric Aggregation  
Underway In Reading

The residents of Reading voted for 
the City to be an official aggregator 
of gas and electricity. As a result you 
will see some name changes on your 
gas and electric bills.  Duke Energy 
Retail is now called Dynegy, and 
Integrys is now called Constellation. 
The pricing and all terms for residents in aggregation will 
not change. If you have any questions regarding this, please 
call Safety Service Director Patrick Ross.



u �Staff Changes At Local 
Schools Continue Tradition  
Of Excellence

Larry Mock will retire as Head of 
School at Mount Notre Dame (MND) 
effective June 30, 2015. Larry has 
been an energetic ambassador for 
both the school and the entire Reading 
community. Although he will be greatly 
missed, we are happy for his family and 
“growing brood of grandchildren” who 
will be delighted to see more of him. 

Larry’s successor is Judy Back Gerwe, a 1978 graduate of 
MND. Judy had been a teacher and administrator at Notre 
Dame Academy in Park Hills, KY for many years and for the 
past six years has been principal at St. Pius X School in  
Edgewood, KY - the largest elementary school in the Covington  
Diocese.  Farewell Larry and a warm welcome to Judy!  

We have also seen administrative changes in the Reading 
Community Schools. This past January Dr. Joel Anderson 
replaced Scott Inskeep as Superintendent of Schools. Dr. 
Anderson has been Director of Curriculum and Instruction for 
Warren County Career Center for nine years. His top goals 
are to build  strong relationships both within and outside the 
schools, increase student achievement, and upgrade facilities.  

Sign Up For Code Red
If you have not already done so, please remember to sign up 
for THE CODE RED emergency notification system. CODE RED  
is how the City contacts residents in event of an emergency.  
To sign up there is a link on the City’s website:  
www.readingohio.org, or you can call City Hall at 733-3725 and we will assist you. There is 
no cost to residents for this service. 
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u �MSD Moving Forward With 
Benson Street Sewer Project

The Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD) has begun  
implementation of the Benson Street Sewer Project. This 
$1.8 million sewer improvement project is being funded 
entirely by MSD. It will begin on E. Benson Street at Hill 
Street, continue west on Benson Street to Reading Road 
and then continue south on Reading Road to Maple Street, 
to Jefferson Avenue and terminate at Bradley Avenue. This 
project will affect parking and driving access in the above 
areas.  When the project is being constructed on Benson 
Street particularly at the railroad crossing, there will be 
detours for traffic due to road closure. The railroad section 
will not occur until June after school lets out to minimize 
inconvenience to Reading and Mount Notre Dame High 
Schools. Project completion is anticipated later this fall. 
Discussions and planning between the City and MSD 
regarding the need for the Benson Street Sewer Project have 
spanned a decade. Now that it is a reality, it will improve sewer 
capacity to a large number of our residents and businesses and 
will also open up the 50-acre Hill Street property for a possible 
redevelopment. We thank you in advance for your patience 
during this significant infrastructure project.

u �Excitement Mounts As  
Library Plans To Open

After much anticipation the new Reading Branch Library 
will open its doors to the public on June 23, 2015. Located 
on Reading Road across from Voorhees Avenue, the new 
facility will feature a state-of-the-art a technology lab,  
individual study areas, a group study/multi purpose room, 
and special areas for children, teens and adults. A new 
concept in library, the “maker room”, will also be available 
in the Reading branch. Maker rooms are creative, DIY 
spaces where people can gather to create, invent, and learn. 

Retention and expansion of the Reading branch of the 
Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County has been 
a high priority of the Reading community for many years. 
In 2000 when Reading outgrew the existing branch library 
on W. Benson Street, they moved to a “temporary” location 
on the corner of Reading Road and Pike Street. The project 
stopped and stalled several times over the past 15 years due 
to lack of capital and operating funding. Now the community’s 
hopes for a new more permanent library have finally been 
realized. We thank the Board of Trustees and staff at the 
Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County who 
worked tirelessly with the City to make this dream a reality. 

u �City Says A Fond Farewell To 
One Councilman…Warmly  
Welcomes Another

Ward 1 Councilman Scott Heckle resigned from City 
Council effective April 1, 2015.  The City is extremely 
grateful for all the time and service Mr. Heckle put in as 
clerk of council (2012-2013) and as the 
elected representative of all the residents 
in the First Ward (2014-2015).  Mr. 
Heckle plans to stay very involved in the 
community and will continue to serve 
on the City’s Community Improvement 
Corporation (CIC).  

On April 7, 2015 Mayor Bemmes swore 
in Tim Cox as the new Ward 1 Councilman.  
Tim brings a solid foundation in leadership 
and management skills to the City of 
Reading. He is currently employed with 
Belcan Corporation as a Project Manager. 
Since 2012 he has also maintained an active 

Realtor License and is a Team Leader  
specializing in contract negotiation and marketing. Tim is 
a lifelong resident of the Lockland and Reading area and 
currently resides at 2171 Julie Terrace with his wife, Heather 
and three children (Kobe, Lanie and Kai). Tim volunteers as a 
coach for VYO in both basketball and baseball.

Tim graduated from Lockland High School and received 
a bachelor’s degree in Science 
with a major in Sports  
Business and a minor in 
Business Administration  
from Northern Kentucky 
University. Tim’s dedication 
to his family, strong leadership 
and values will be a great 
asset to City Council and the 
Reading community.

2015 City Of Reading Events

May
Saturdays, May 2, 9 & 16 – Pool Sign Ups 
10am-Noon @ Haffey Fieldhouse

May 22-25 – VYO Memorial Day Festival

May 25 – Memorial  
Day Parade

Saturday, May 30 –  
Pool Opens

June
Saturday, June 6 – First Session of Swim Lesson 
Sign Ups - during pool hours

Monday, June 8 – First Session of Swim Lessons 
Begin

Thursday, June 25 – Home 
swim meet – pool closes at 
5:00pm 

Friday, June 26 – Movie 
Night at the Pool *

Tuesday, June 30 – Home swim meet – pool 
closes at 5:00pm

July
Thursday, July 2 – Home swim meet – pool  
closes at 5:00pm 

July 3 -5 – American Legion 4th 
of July Festival

Saturday, July 4 – Second 
Session of Swim Lesson Sign  
Ups - during pool hours

July 5 – Fireworks 10pm @ Koenig Park

Monday, July 6 – Second Session of Swim 
Lessons Begin

Tuesday, July 7 – pool 
closes at 5:00pm

July Movie Night to be 
determined at a later 
date*

August
Friday, August 7 – Movie Night at the Pool*

Sunday, August 15 – Pool Closes for Season

September
Sunday, September 8 – Car 
Show at Pool Parking Lot

September 17 – Fall in Love 
With the Reading Bridal 
District. Benson Street, 5-9pm

September 18-20– Sts. Peter & Paul Church  
Fall Festival

October
October 10 – Sts. Peter 
& Paul Academy 5K  
and Fun Run

November
November 20 - 21 – Fire 
Department Turkey Raffle 
@ Haffey Fieldhouse

*Due to previous scheduling commitments movie nights that get rained out might not be rescheduled. 

Dates subject to change. Please check website to verify all dates prior to event. Calendar is also  
available on line at www.readingohio.org. 

u �Recycling Has Never Been 
So Easy

Rumpke and the City of Reading are partnering to make 
it easier for our residents to recycle. Any single- family or 
two-family households that would like curbside recycling 
should call City Hall at 733-3725 or email Safety Services 
Director Patrick Ross at pross@
readingohio.org. The cost is only 
$3.10/month for 2015 and this charge 
will simply be added to your water 
utility bill.  Recycling pickup will be 
on Fridays. 

u �Reading Fire Department  
Receives American Heart  
Association’s Award

Reading Fire Department has 
received the American Heart 
Association’s Mission: Lifeline® 
EMS Silver Award for implementing 
quality improvement measures 
for the treatment of patients who 
experience severe heart attacks.  
Reading is one of 51 Ohio  
departments receiving this honor.

 Every year, more than 250,000 
people experience a STEMI, or 
ST Elevation Myocardial  

Infarction, a type of heart attack caused by a complete 
blockage of blood flow to the heart that requires timely 
treatment. To prevent death, it’s critical to restore blood  
flow as quickly as possible, either by surgically opening  
the blocked vessel or by giving clot-busting medication. 

Unfortunately, a significant number of patients don’t 
receive this prompt treatment. Mission: Lifeline seeks to 
save lives by closing the gaps that separate STEMI patients 
from timely access to appropriate treatments. Mission: 
Lifeline’s EMS recognition program recognizes emergency 
responders for their efforts in improving STEMI systems of 
care and improving the quality of life for these patients. 

By achieving this award, the Reading Fire Department has 
proven it has met evidence-based guidelines in the treatment 
of people who have severe heart attacks.  Fire Chief Todd 
Owens noted, “Our EMTs and paramedics are often the first 
medical point of contact; by having a system in place to 
activate hospitals, time is decreased, and residents receive 
life-saving treatments much sooner.”


